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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE OPORTO 136 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT.PO 

SUBJ: OPORTO UNIVERSITY BUILDING BURNS 

SUMMARY: OPORTO UNIVERSITY’S MAIN BUILDING, HOUSING 
ADMINISTRATIVE OEFICES AND THE FACULTIES OF SCIENCE 
AND ECONOMICS WAS PARTIALLY DEMOLISHED BY EIRE WHICH BROKE 
OUT AT 4:00 AM ON MORNING OF APRIL 20. SEVERE DAMAGE 
CAUSED BY FIRE HAS PRODUCED DISRUPTION OF CLASSES 
PENDING EFEORTS TO FIND TEMPORARY CLASSROOM FACILITIES. 
ALTHOUGH FIRE INSPECTOR FOR NORTHERN REGIONS AND OTHER 
LOCAL OEFICIALS HAVE THUS EAR DECLINED TO SPECULATE 
ON ORIGIN OE FIRE, IT IS WIDELY RUMORED THAT IT WAS THE 
WORK OF ARSONISTS. END SUMMARY 

1. EIRE ENGULFED THE UNIVERSITY OF OPORTO'S PRINCIPAL 
BUILDING EARLY MORNING OF APRIL 20, CAUSING EXTENSIVE 
DAMAGE TO SCHOOL'S ADMINISTRATIVE OFEICES, RECEPTION 
ROOMS, ARCHIVES, ECONOMIC LIBRARY, SCIENCE LABORATORIES 
AND CLASSROOMS OF THE FACULTIES OF SCIENCE AND ECONOMICS. 
FIRE, WHICH WAS EIRST REPORTED BY PASSING TAXI DRIVER 
SHORTLY BEEORE 4:00 AM APRIL 20, QUICKLY SPREAD 
THROUGH 170- YEAR OLD BUILDING WHICH OCCUPIES SQUARE 
BLOCK IN DOWNTOWN OPORTO. RECONSTRUCTION OE BUILDING WILT. 
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AUTHORITIES ARE PRESENTLY SEEKING TEMPORARY CLASSROOMS 
IN ORDER TO RESUME THE SUSPENDED CLASSES. ARCHIVES' 
MANUSCRIPTS AND LARGE NUMBER OF RARE BOOKS, PRINTS AND 
SCULPTURE DAMAGED OR LOST IN FIRE ARE IRREPLACEABLE. 

2. ORIGINS OF FIRE ARE THE SUBJECT OF INTENSIVE CONJECTURE 
IN OPORTO WITH POLICE, FIRE INSPECTORS AND UNIVERSITY 
OFFICIALS THUS FAR REFUSING TO SPECULATE. OFFICIALS HAVE 
FOR MOMENT RULED OUT FAULTY WIRING AS BUILDING WAS 
COMPLETELY REWIRED DURING LAST FEW YEARS AND FIRE ALARM 
SYSTEMS WERE IN WORKING ORDER AT TIME OF FIRE. FIRE 
APPARENTLY STARTED IN SALAO NOBRE RECEPTION HALL WHICH IS 
NOT ELECTRIFIED. ALSO SUSPICIOUS IS UNUSUAL RAPADITY WITH 
WHICH FIRE SPREAD. 

3. MOST PLAUSIBLE OF MANY RUMORS BEING CIRCULATED IS THAT 
FIRE WAS DELIBERATE ACT OF STUDENTS OR STUDENT-CONNECTED 
ARSONISTS WHO LEFT INCENDIARY BOMBS IN BUILDING DURING 
EVENING OF APRIL 19. THEORY IS BASED ON ALLEGED STUDENT 
OPPOSITION TO A UNIVERSITY SPONSORED BOOK EXHIBIT WHICH 
WAS TO HAVE OPENED SAME MORNING AS FIRE. OPPOSITION 

TO EXHIBITION BASED ON FACT THAT ONLY A SMALL PORTION 
OF BOOKS TO HAVE BEEN EXHIBITED WERE WRITTEN OR PUBLISHED 
IN PORTUGAL. THEORY SUPPORTED BY FACT THAT 
PREPARATION FOR EXHIBITION CONTINUED UNTIL LATE EVENING OF 
FRIDAY AND NECESSITATED A LARGE NUMBER OF PERSONS COMING 
AND GOING FROM BUILDING AS WELL AS A LARGE QUANTITY OF 
PACKING CASES AND BOXES USED TO CARRY BOOKS BEING STORED 
THERE OVERNIGHT. LAST PERSON TO LEAVE BUILDING PRIOR TO 
FIRE WAS STUDENT WORKING ON EXHIBIT WHO, HOWEVER, REPORTS 
THAT NOTHING UNUSUAL OBSERVED PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE LAST 
FRIDAY NIGHT. 

COMMENT: REACTION TO DESTRUCTION OF BUILDING, ONE OF 
OPORTO'S PRINCIPAL ARCHITECTURAL LANDMARKS, IS ONE OF 
SHOCK AND SURPRISE HEIGHTENED BY UNUSUAL CALM PREVAILING 
AMONG OPORTO STUDENT BODY IN PRECEDING MONTHS. 
DISCIPLINARY MEASURES INTRODUCED IN 1973 PLUS PRESENCE OE 
POLICE "OBSERVERS " IN UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS HAS PROVED 
MOST EFFECTIVE IN PREVENTING MEETINGS AND PROTESTS. 
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PREMISES REMAIN SEALED OFF FROM THE PUBLIC WHILE 
POLICE AND FIRE OFFICIALS SEARCH FOR PROBABLE CAUSE. 

IN THE MEANTIME, ARSON THEORY GAINING IN CREDITILITY 
FOR WANT OF MORE PLAUSIBLE REASON. 

TAYLOR 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



NNN 



Declassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: UNIVERSITIES, FIRES, POLICE INVESTIGATIONS, ARSON 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 APR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MorefiRFI 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974OPORTO00136 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740095-0878 
From: OPORTO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9740421 /aaaaasqo.tel 

Line Count: 112 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MorefiRFI 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 MAY 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <08-Aug-2002 by MorefiRH> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OPORTO UNIVERSITY BUILDING BURNS SUMMARY: OPORTO UNIVERSITY'S MAIN BUILDING, HOUSING 
TAGS: PINT, PO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




